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60 Hebeaica 

of the accentuation of segolates, which (as is remarked in the notice of 
Part I) is a question for special determination in every particular case. 
Sievers so far modifies his former view as to hold the normal (barytonic) 
accentuation as the more probable, and to regard the difference of treat- 
ment of segolates in the Old Testament as reflecting the contrast, not 
between older and younger forms, but between the delivery of speech 
and that of song. The questions, he says, need further investigation. 

The greater part of the volume is taken up with the illustrative texts, 
which are printed as in Part I, the Hebrew text on one page, and on the 
opposite page the transliteration, with indication, on the margin, of the 
rhythmical structure of every line. There are useful footnotes, and, at 
the end of the book, some additional notes on the text, including a 
number of remarks by Gunkel. It is to be hoped that Sievers will 
continue his admirable work which has already done so much to excite 
interest and guide investigation in Hebrew metric. 

C. H. Toy. 
Hakvaed Univeesitt. 



METRICAL PROBLEMS OF THE PSALTER.' 

The questions here discussed by Grimme affect in part all Hebrew 
poetry, in part the Psalter (and Hab., chap. 3) only. In four sections 
he considers the general principles of psalm meter, the possibility of 
metrical variety in a single poem, the strophic structure of the Psalms, 
and the metrical and text-critical significance of Paseq-Legarmeh. He 
is not hopeful of a satisfactory construction of Hebrew metric until the 
whole mass of Semitic metrical forms has been examined, and the tonic 
laws of the primitive Semitic tongue and the relation of the Hebrew 
meter to that of other Semitic peoples have been determined. Mean- 
time he reaffirms the metrical principles that he has laid down in his 
preceding essays, and applies them in the criticism of the Psalms, offer- 
ing a number of emendations based on metrical considerations. It is 
noteworthy that in his emendations he makes almost no use of his mora- 
system, which in his introduction (pp. 9-20) he illustrates at length. 
His examination of the text (in which he finds himself generally opposed 
to Duhm) contains many good critical and grammatical remarks, 
together with some that will hardly stand ; special attention may be 
called to his treatment of Pss. 18, 103, 110, 119, 139 as excellent (but in 
14 : 3, 4 he is driven, by the desperate state of the text, to credit the 
psalmist with calling Israel " Yahweh's bread"). 

As to variation of meter within the limits of a single psalm, his 
objection to it may be regarded as in general just ; we do not expect 
such variation in poets so skilled as most of the psalm-writers are. He 
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goes too far, however, in making invariability a critical canon ; as the 
possibility of an occasional interchange of " I " and " we " by a poet must 
be admitted, so something must be granted to poetic metrical license ; 
still, these changes of form will always excite suspicion, and invite one 
to look for signs of composite structure and interpolation. Grimme 
further finds in the metric alternations a mark of date : in Book I the 
number of the unvarying psalms is the greatest (the measure is prevail- 
ingly quaternary [4-beat], which he thinks the oldest); the variation 
increases constantly in Books II, III, IV, while Book V shows a partial 
return to the "older" norm. This is a legitimate inquiry, but its results 
will depend on the inquirer's metrical construction of the psalms ; on 
this point there is great difference of opinion, and not all persons will 
agree with Grimme's enumeration of quaternary and ternary forms ; his 
result, however, so far as regards Books I-IV, is that which has been 
reached, on other grounds, by the majority of critics, though it is one 
that calls for some serious modifications. 

For strophic structure in the Psalter Grimme regards as the only 
sure guides the Selah and the refrain. The latter is generally accepted ; 
the former remains a crux criticorum, and Grimme's investigation cannot 
be said to dissolve our doubts. He himself finds strophes where there is 
no Selah, and Selahs where there is no strophe ; nor does he hesitate to 
deal arbitrarily with the Selah, displacing it, and changing the text to 
bring it in, as seems good to him. 

Prom an examination of various diacritical marks Grimme reaches 
the conclusion that the Paseq-Legarmeh (both the point and the vertical 
line) indicates text-variants ; he illustrates his conclusion by a compari- 
son between the Hebrew Paseq-passages and the readings of the versions. 
The possibility that this was the function of Paseq need not be denied 
(it is favored by the Tiberian circle and asterisk), but the resulting 
advantage to the present-day critic is small, because it is impossible to 
say to what sort of error of text (or whether to any at all) Paseq refers 
in any particular case, and because there are many errors that are not 
marked by a Paseq. 

Though Grimme does not satisfactorily sustain his main theses, he 
furnishes in this volume a mass of interesting and valuable material. 

C. H. Tot. 

Haevaed Univeksity. 

DALMAN'S ARAMAIC LEXICON.' 

The second part of this dictionary does not in its general make-up 
differ from the first part, and what could be said of the latter is true of 
this." Of "corrected" biblical words we find here tfB'U, "Vp^, bS5, 
liiyi, b^lban for the correct flilSa, 1?2tt, bS3, "pnSI., b^l^nn. For 

iAeamAisch-NeuhebeAisches WOeteebtich 2U Taesuh, Talmud und Mideasch, 
mit Vokalisatlon der targnmischen WOrter nach sadarabischen Handschriften und beson- 
derer Bezeichnnng des Wortschatzes des Onkelostargum, bearbeitet Ton Gnstaf H. Dalman. 
Teil II. Frankfurt a. M. : J. X'au^mann, 1901. Pp. iT + 181-447 ; 8to. 

2 Of. this JOOENAL, Vol. XV, p. 57. 



